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The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 

expects all staff, volunteers and visitors to share the same commitment. We follow Gloucestershire 

Safeguarding Children’s Board Procedures.  For more information go to www.gscb.org.uk 
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This policy is based on advice from the Department for Education (DfE) on charging for school 
activities and the Education Act 1996, sections 449-462 of which set out the law on charging for 
school activities in maintained schools in England.  
 
Purposes 
1) This Charging and Remissions Policy covers class visits, extended field-study trips, cookery and 

work in art/craft and design technology. 
2) School visits, which are planned to support classroom work, offer the pupils first hand experience 

of topics being studied.  This first hand experience is an invaluable aid to the learning process. 
Visits also offer opportunities for the development of confidence, independence, responsibility 
for self and others, and a sense of adventure, which are not available in the same way in school. 

3) Extended visits over a number of days undertaken by the older pupils offer a very special 
opportunity for social, physical, emotional and intellectual development outside the usual 
home/school environment, which would not otherwise be possible. 

4) Practical activities such as cookery, and work in art/craft and design technology, are not only 
important in their own right, but also offer special opportunities for active learning and the 
development of cross-curricular skills. 

5) The following guidelines set out the financial arrangements, which will apply when the above 
activities are under consideration. 

 
GUIDELINES 
 
1. Practical Activities 

The Governors will meet the costs for usual activities that come within the National Curriculum.  
Where specialists are involved or activities are organised to further enhance the curriculum 
provision parents may be asked for a voluntary contribution.  
 

 
2. School visits, both day and extended 

Parents may be asked for a voluntary contribution to enable the activity to take place. 
 
3. Letter requesting voluntary contributions 

The letter requesting a voluntary contribution will 
 Explain the nature of the proposed activity; 
 Explain its value in educational terms; 
 Indicate the level of contribution required; 
 Emphasise that there is no obligation to contribute and that no pupil will be omitted 

from the activity because his/her parents/guardians are unwilling or unable to pay; 
 Indicate whether or not the activity will take place if too few parents support it. 

 
4. Pupils for whom the school receives Pupil Premium funding 
The school is allocated specific funding for each child who is eligible for free school meals (or have 
been eligible in the past 6 years)  Part of this funding can be used to pay for extra-curricular activities. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/VI/chapter/III


 

 

 
4. Remissions 

Special consideration will always be given to parents who receive one of the following or where 
the school is aware of a particular need. 

• Universal credit in prescribed circumstances 
• Income Support 
• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income 
(as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) does not exceed £16,105 
• The guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
• An income related employment and support allowance that was introduced on 27 October 
2008 
 
 
5. Breakage and Fines 

Parents will be asked to pay for defaced, damaged or lost books, broken windows and equipment, 
and the repair of graffiti damage, where the loss or damage is the result of the pupil’s wilful 
behaviour. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
This policy is closely associated with the policies relating to school visits, environmental education 
and the appropriate practical subjects. 
 
The policy will be reviewed annually. 
 
Signed ………………………………………………  
 


